
Head Teacher  
Clare Barber 
Wellington Road 
Forest Gate 
E79BY 
Tel: 02085347967 
www.odessa.newham.sch.uk 
Date  -  9/2/24 

 

Dear parents and carers 
  
We have had a very busy half term as usual with lots going on for the children. 
The nursery children took part in a great project on cats for their home learning, which they 
thoroughly enjoyed. We all learned lots about cats and their food and care. 
Year one children went on a trip to the Sea-Life London Aquarium and were accompanied by 
staff and parents. We have lots more trips planned over the next term and you will be hearing 
about them all very soon. 
I would like to thank you once again for your support in all that we do at Odessa. 
  
Mrs. Barber 
  
  
Clare Barber 
Head teacher 
 

Internet Safety Week  
 

This week  Odessa has marked Internet safety week. The children have been taught how to stay 
safe online through online stories as well as activities in computing lessons. We appreciate your sup-
port in keeping your children safe online and would like to share with you some suggestions and ide-
as. If you have time during the half term it would be an ideal time to review your internet settings 
and ensure that content that your child is accessing is age appropriate. We are also aware that we 
have to consider the impact of the internet on children’s mental wellbeing, it is essential that chil-
dren have a limited time on devices. Having quality interactions with our children is vital to their 
development both emotionally and academically.  

 

Please use the below links to explore more internet safety:  

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/ 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/ 

 

 

 

On the next few pages there is more information about internet safety from the website inter-
netmatters.org 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/C:/Users/suet/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
















Meet our new school councillors! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been elected as the school councillors and are so excited to be representing the pu-
pils voice and the democratic choice. At regular school meetings we’ll be sharing views and 
feelingsWE will make this school even better and cool!  

So, we are all going to take part in the 15th year celebration of Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel, 
the UK’s largest inter-school cycling, walking, wheeling and scooting challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s free to take part and we would love everyone to be involved, use a wheelchair, scoot or 
cycle to school on as many days as possible during the event. Active school runs also help to 
reduce  congestion and air pollution outside the school gate! 

For more information about the event go to www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk  

http://www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk


Year 1’s visit to London SeaLife 
 

The year one children have been learning about different animals this term, including sea-life and  to 
bring this topic to life visited the London Sea-Life Aquarium . This educational visit enabled the children 
to have first hand experience of seeing a variety of sea creatures close up! It was a very exciting trip 
and the children were in awe of the turtle, jelly fish and other wonderful creatures during their visit.  



Year 1—Gurdwava Visit  
 

 

In RE each year group learn about different places of worship, this term year 1 had the opportuni-
ty to visit the Gurdwava. The children were very respectful during the visit and listened to the 
speakers talk about how people who are Sikh come together in a Gurdwara for worship. We were 
very proud of how the children listened and behaved during the visit.  

Nursery - Magpie Park Visits 
This term Nursery children have begun small group visits to Magpie park (we will continue these 
visits after half term break). The children have been learning all about animals and mini-beasts in 
class and the visits are an ideal way for them to explore our local wildlife. The children have been 
very excited to discover swans, geese and ducks. They also found some worms and spiders ! The 
park visits are an ideal opportunity to promote and extend the children’s vocabulary.  It would be 
great to hear if any of our families visit this local park.  You may wish to share some photographs 
of your visits and what creatures your children discover with us. If you would like to email the 
school  some photos please address your email to parents@odessa.newham.sch.uk  

 

 

 



Important Dates 

 Friday 9th February - School closes for half term break  

 Monday 19th February - School opens for all  

 Tuesday 20th February - Dental visit  

 Friday 1st March - Internet Safety session for parents & carers in 
the hall 9am 

 Monday 4th March - 9am - Reception parent and carer information session about The 
National Child Measurement programme in the hall Sonya Babb (NHS)  

 Monday 4th March - Fire Brigade visiting the year 2 classes  

 Friday 8th March - International Women’s Day coffee morning in the hall 9am - all 
welcome  

 Wednesday 13th March - Reception classes visiting the Discover Centre in Stratford 

 Thursday 7th March - World Book day, children to come to school dressed as book 
chaarcters  

 Thursday 14th March - Parents Evening  

 Thursday 21st March - Easter school dinner for children  

 Wednesday 27th March - Easter singing assembly in hall at 2.45pm  

 Thursday 28th March - Last day of school. School closed for Easter break  

 Monday 15th April - School open 

Attendance Matters  
Let’s see which class has the best percentage. The class with the highest receives 

certificates to celebrate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bonsai Class - Mr. 

Brace  
93% 

Palm Class - Mrs. Tai 83% 

Oak Class - Mr. Rich-

ards  
90% 

Maple Class - Mrs. 

Reshma  
96% 

Cherry Class - Ms. 

Anwar  
92% 

Pine Class - Mr. 

Mineiro 
92% 

Reminders  

 Please remember not to use your mobile phones on the school site - we value you greeting your 
children and focusing your attention on them. 

 Please also remind your children not to ride their bikes or scooters in the school grounds as 
this can be dangerous for them and others.  

 



Who can I contact if I have any concerns? 
 
If you have any concerns that you do not feel the class teachers can assist you with 
please contact a member of our senior leadership team: The Head Teacher - Mrs. Barber 
or the Deputy Head Teacher - Mrs. Tindling. You can email par-
ents@odessa.newham.sch.uk or call the school office to make an appointment. 

 


