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 Dear parents & Carers,  

The children have had a very busy term so far,  lots of exciting learning happening in class 
as well as taking part in lots of fund raising events. The children had the opportunity to 
perform in celebration of Diwali. It was wonderful to see so many families attend to sup-
port their children and enjoy all the cultural festivities (the sweet Indian treats!). 

Thank you for attending your child’s parent evening last week. It was lovely for teachers 
to be able to share the children’s achievements as well as what they need to work on next. 

Best wishes  

Clare Barber  

Head Teacher  

Diwali Assembly  
It was wonderful to mark Diwali with an assembly. The children really did a fantastic job 
at learning their lines, singing and remembering actions. Thank you to our teachers and 
teaching assistants for all their efforts to ensure children were well rehearsed.  



Show Racism the Red Card & Children in Need  

A big thank you to all our children and families for supporting ‘Show Racism the 
Red Card’ it was great to see so much support and raise awareness of such an im-
portant cause. We raised 132 pounds for this charity.  

 

We were very proud to see how many children dressed up for, ‘Fancy Friday’ and 
pedalled to school for ‘Pudsey’ in support of ‘Children in Need’. Your kind donations 
raised 138 pounds.  

 

 



Punctuality Matters  
Impact of Lateness  

At Odessa we appreciate that from time to time you may be late getting to school but research shows that fre-

quent lateness is associated with lower grades/academic achievement. In addition, students who are routinely 

late at the primary and middle school levels are more likely to fail in senior school -- or even drop out. In many 

classrooms, particularly at the primary level, morning routines are critical to daily lessons. Warm-up activities 

may introduce topics that will be learned later in the day, or review work offers students an opportunity to re-

view previously learned skills. 

One of the most important aspects of school is that it is organised, scheduled and predictable. Students depend 

on the structure of the day. They know where they have to be and when. They know the main purpose for being 

in school is to learn and that routines are in place precisely to help them focus on that learning. When students 

are repeatedly late, these routines are disrupted. Children who are often late have trouble settling in and mas-

tering routines.  

From now on we will be closing the gates promptly at 9am and you will need to sign your children in at the office. 

We want to work together to ensure that all  of our children get the maximum benefits of the school day.   

We would like to thank those families who have already improved their punctuality and have  supported the school  

with this matter. 

 

Important Dates 

   Friday 10th December - Christmas jumper day please donate 1 pound to the 
charity, ‘Save the Children’  
 Wednesday 15th Christmas Disco— Christmas Disco for year 1 & 2 4pm—       
5.30pm  
 
 Wednesday 15th December - School Christmas dinner  
 
 Thursday 16th December - Nursery Christmas sing along  
 
 Friday 17th December - Christmas Concert for year 1 & 2 
 
 Monday 20th December - Class Christmas parties  
 
 Tuesday 21st December - last day of school  - school will finish at 1pm  

Attendance Matters  
Lets see which classes have the best attendance! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ms Tai’s class  1 97%  

Mre LaRonde’s  class 

2 

98% 

Mrs. Harvey’s class 5 86% 

Ms. Anwar’s class  6 86% 

Mr Mineiro’s class  4 96% 

Mrs. Codjoe’s   

Class  8 

92% 

Mr. Richards’s  class7 95% 



Cold weather  

 

With the cold weather really beginning to set in we would like you to ensure 

that your children are wrapped up. So scarves, gloves, hats and thermal vests  are essen-

tial and will help keep them warmer in the colder weather.  

 

 

Parent & Carer Questionnaire  

 
As a school we really appreciate your feedback so we are asking to complete a ques-
tionnaire to find out what we are doing well and how we can continue to improve our 
provision further. Please follow the link below to access the questionnaire. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdpNaXFgfhHyEGsGUdJquJGz
-1X_LhrioOWezCHqjW0OukkKg/viewform?usp=sf_l 
 

Last Day of Term 
The school will be closing at 1pm on Tuesday 21st of  December.  

 

Children will have lunch at school as usual. Please ensure they are collected on time. Thank 
you for your continued support.  


