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Dear Parents/Carers
We have had a very busy half term at Odessa, with lots of activities going on. I would like
to thank all of you who attended our marvelous coffee mornings and helped to raise much
needed funds for Macmillan Cancer Support. As always our parents, carers and staff have
been very generous.
I would like to wish everybody a very healthy and happy half term break and will look forward to seeing you all on November 1st for another eventful half term ahead.
Clare Barber
Head teacher

Black History
Month Home Project
To further mark Black History Month we would like you to support your child at home by
researching a historic black figure such as Rosa Parks or Martin Luther King. You could
create a poster or fact file - be as creative as you like. You could even draw or paint a
picture of them. This is an optional home school project but we would be delighted to see
the children’s projects after the half term break.
BBC Bite size has some easy to access information about Martin Luther King and Rosa
Parks. Copy and paste the below link into a search engine on the internet.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zym3n9q
There maybe another Black person you would like to research or your project could be based on someone
in your family? Up to you.

Macmillan Big Coffee Morning at Odessa
We were blown away by the generosity of our families and staff - we had some absolutely
delicious cakes donated. We sure have some talented bakers amongst us! It was wonderful
to see all the adults enjoy themselves. We even had enough cake to have a cake sale after
school. We are happy to announce that we raised 330.00 pounds for Macmillan Cancer Support - so a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to this worthy charity.

Punctuality Matters
Impact of Lateness
At Odessa we appreciate that from time to time you may be late getting to school but research shows that frequent lateness is
associated with lower grades/academic achievement. In addition, students who are routinely late at the primary and middle school levels are more likely to fail in senior school -- or even drop out. In many classrooms, particularly at the primary
level, morning routines are critical to daily lessons. Warm-up activities may introduce topics that will be learned later in the
day, or review work offers students an opportunity to review previously learned skills.
One of the most important aspects of school is that it is organised, scheduled and predictable. Students depend on the
structure of the day. They know where they have to be and when. They know the main purpose for being in school is to
learn and that routines are in place precisely to help them focus on that learning. When students are repeatedly late, these
routines are disrupted. Children who are often late have trouble settling in and mastering routines.
From now on we will be closing the gates promptly at 9am and you will need to sign your children in at the office. We want to
work together to ensure that all of our children get the maximum benefits of the school day.

Attendance Matters
Let’s see which class has the best percentage. The class with the highest receives
certificates to celebrate.
Mrs. Harvey’s class 5

94%

Ms. Anwar’s class 6

96%

Mr Mineiro’s class 4

94%

Mrs. Codjoe’s

98%

Mr. Richards’s class7

91%

Important Dates


Monday 1st November - school opens



Monday 1st & 2nd November - Clever Never Goes (Stranger Danger) MET police workshops
about Stranger Danger for Reception classes, year 1 & 2.



Parent & Carer Coffee Morning in the hall



Friday 5th November - Vikram New Year & Bonfire Night



Thursday 11th November 9.10am - Nursery & Reception Diwali sing along



Friday 12th November - 9.10am - year 1 and 2 Diwali assembly



Monday 15th November - Road Safety Week



Wednesday 17th November - individual school photographs



Friday 19th November - Children In Need



Tuesday 23rd November - Parents Evening at School (appointment time slots will be sent out
nearer the time)



Monday 20th December - Christmas parties - other dates for assemblies etc. will be sent
nearer the time



Tuesday 21st December - last day of school

On Friday the 19th November we will be marking Children in Need - this year the theme is
‘Together we Can’ - we will be asking parents to sponsor their children to Pedal for Pudsey
by riding to school on their scooters or bikes on this day. The sponsor money could be 50p
or 2 pounds - however much you like. We do ask for you to take photograph your child pedalling so we can share their achievement - they should also dress up in spots to show their
support for Pudsey.

Parent & Carers Coffee Morning

On Wednesday 3rd November we will be opening our hall from 9am - 10am to host a coffee
morning for parents & carers. This session is purely to provide a space for a get together and
socialise and maybe discuss any ideas you may have that could be introduced such as ‘Summer
fetes etc.’
We are pleased to say our parent Governor Mrs Halim will be attending. This is a great opportunity to ask her any questions you may have and also share ideas with her on how to continually improve Odessa Infant School.

Any Updates

Please make sure your contact details are up to date, such as phone numbers, home address or email address by informing the office.
We would also like you to update us to any allergies that your child has or has developed
recently.
Thank you

Healthy Packed Lunch

We have noticed quite a few chocolate snacks and juices are in packed lunches. As a
school we do encourage all children to have a school lunch. But if you do choose to send
your child to school with a packed lunch - it MUST be a healthy lunch. It could be rice,
vegetables and fruit or something else home made. But we so insist that water is the only
drink they bring and that you please avoid putting chocolate and crisps in their lunch. On
Fridays as a treat they can bring a packet of crisps or a snack bar. We will be monitoring
the lunches closet over the coming weeks. Thank you for your support.

Introducing James Labadie

James is our new Office Manager at Odessa Infant School and many of you may have had
some communication with him already. James is leading on many things in the office but
one key area is attendance and punctuality. He has made a great start and we are sure you
will all warmly welcome him into our community.

I

Squid Game - Warning for Parents
Dear parents and carers,
You may have heard of Squid Game, a programme on Netflix that has been very popular recently.
It’s rated 15 due to its violent nature and sexual content. But there have been reports of younger children also watching it.
Children might also have seen parts of the programme recreated as challenges on social media, for example on TikTok, or they may have seen or played an online game that’s based on it, such as on the
gaming platform Roblox.
Recently, there have been some media reports of children recreating violent aspects of the show,
though there haven’t been reports of any children being seriously hurt.
What should parents do?
It might be tempting to, but don’t directly raise Squid Game with your child – they might be unaware of it, and mentioning it could make them more likely to seek it out.
Do let your child know they can talk to you about anything they see online that they find upsetting. If
you hear them talking about Squid Game or if they mention it to you, talk to them about how the
show isn’t meant for young children.
For more pointers on talking to your child about online safety, see this page on the NSPCC website: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/

We’d encourage you to take this opportunity to check your Netflix settings for your child’s profile.
You can set maturity ratings so that your child only sees TV shows and films that have a rating
suitable for their age. Some children have older siblings and they are watching it on devices
such as laptops, which is where younger children have seen the programme.
To do this:
From a web browser, go to your account page
Open the ‘Profile and Parental Controls’ settings for the profile you want to manage
Change the ‘Viewing Restrictions’ setting
Enter your Netflix password
Set the maturity rating level for the TV shows and films you want to allow in that profile
Select ‘Save’
You’ll need to have set up a profile for your child in your account to do this. See how to do this
here: https://help.netflix.com/en/node/114275
Yours sincerely,
Mrs. Tindling
Deputy Head Teacher/Safeguard Lead

