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Dear parents/carers 

This has been a very unusual year at Odessa as you know. I would like to thank all of you for your patience and 
understanding as we have adapted our way of working with you over the last three months or so. 

We must not forget all the positive things that the school and the children have achieved this year. We had an 
excellent Ofsted inspection just before the lockdown that highlighted all the good work that the school has 
been doing. We also had several celebration assemblies and festivals, and who could forget the superbly attend-
ed coffee and cake morning in aid of Mc Millan Cancer research. 

School closes for all children on Wednesday July 15th 2020.  

 September 

 We welcome back our Y1 and Y2 children on Wednesday September 2nd as well as our nursery children who are 
returning. New nursery children will hear from the school with start dates and times in due course. 

 We welcome YR (reception) children on Monday September 7th. Parents will be informed in due course of times 
and procedures. 

 We really look forward to seeing everybody back at school in September. Please rest assured that the teach-
ers have been working very hard to make sure that the children are able to catch up any missed areas of the 
curriculum when they return. We will work extremely hard to make the children’s return to school as smooth 
and supportive as possible. 

We will be following all government health and safety guidance to ensure the safe return of all pupils, staff and 
parents. 

  

We will of course keep parents and carers informed of any changes in line with government guidance in a timely 
manner. 

 Have a lovely summer break and we look forward to seeing you all in September. 

  

Clare Barber 

Head teacher 

 

 

 

A Big Thank You! 

We would like to thank you all for engaging with ‘Home learning’ projects and suggested 
activities and letting us share on the school website. It has been wonderful to see what 
the children have been doing at home. You have all done an amazing job! You all deserve a 
lovely Summer break, so you can start fresh back to school in September.  

 

 

 

 

Odessa Virtual Sports Day  

Great to see children taking part in our vir-
tual sports day challenges1 looks like there 
was some healthy competition going on. We 
are very proud of all who took part and Mrs 
Codjoe wished she could have been there to 

cheer you on herself and sends her thanks to 
the families who made this possible.  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Over 15 organisations collaborating to highlight the importance of 
reading together. 

Families invited to take part in a celebration of reading together on 16 
July  

Shared schedule of events throughout the day featuring collaborators 
across books, publishing and education sectors  

Families across the country are invited to take part in the celebration 
of reading together on 16 July as part of the Reading Together Day, 
coordinated by The Reading Agency. The day will showcase a shared 
schedule of events featuring collaborators including Authors Aloud 
UK, Arts Council England, ASCEL, BookTrust, British Library, CILIP, 
Coram Beanstalk, Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, 
Department for Education, Dollywood Foundation, Libraries Connected, 
National Literacy Trust, Open University, Pearson, Publishers Associa-
tion, School Library Association and World Book Day.  

As families and individuals grapple with the challenges of school chang-
es, loss of support networks and the implementation of social distanc-
ing, the aim of the Reading Together Day is to bring families, friends, 
schools and wider communities together - starting conversations, shar-
ing stories, making connections, celebrating reading and having fun. 
People of all ages are invited to take part in sharing the love of read-
ing for pleasure, to help build skills, increase confidence, support edu-
cational attainment and improve wellbeing.  

All collaborators will participate in a shared schedule of events, deliv-
ering a programme of activities to get everyone reading together, with 
the aim to reach as many families and young people as possible. More 
details, including the schedule of coordinated events and ambassadors 
taking part in the day will be announced next week.  

For further information on The Reading Agency please contact Saf-
feya Shebli - saffeya.shebli@readingagency.org.uk 

 

he Summer Reading Challenge is back with Silly 
Squad! 

Summer Reading Challenge 2020 is all about funny books, happiness 
and having a laugh! 

You can join the Silly Squad on a new adventure by setting your own 
personal reading challenge to complete this summer. The new online 
platform will help you keep track of your books, reviews and the re-
wards you unlock along the way.  

We have loads of brilliant book suggestions to get you started, and 
tips on how you can keep reading even while schools and libraries are 
closed.  

How it works: 

1. Join the silly squad and pick your Avatar  

2.    Discover awesome books to read 

3.    Play games earn points and more 

4.    Unlock badges through the challenge 

Join the challenge now by visiting the Reading Agency website. 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
We would like to remind everyone of the importance of children be secured 
properly in vehicles. Please read the below advise and guidance from 
www.think.gov.uk  

The facts 

In a crash you’re twice as likely to die if you don’t 
wear a seat belt. 
 
Drivers and passengers aged 17-34 have the lowest seat belt-wearing rates, 
combined with the highest accident rate. 
         
People are less likely to use seat belts on short or 
familiar journeys – putting them at serious risk of injury in a crash. 

The law 

The law requires all children travelling in the front or rear seat of any car, van or goods vehicle must use the correct child car 
seat until they are either 135 cm in height or 12 years old (which ever they reach first). After this they must use an adult seat 
belt. There are very few exceptions. 

It is the driver's responsibility to ensure that children under the age of 14 years are restrained correctly in accordance with the 
law. 

Drivers and passengers who fail to wear seat belts in the front and back of vehicles are breaking the law. 
Drivers caught without a seat belt face on-the-spot fines of £100. If prosecuted, the maximum fine is £500. 

Goodbye Year 2!  
 
We would like to wish our year 2 children 
much success in their new schools. It has 
been a pleasure having you all at Odessa and alt-
hough we only had a short time together in year 2 - 
we had many wonderful experiences together and 
made some life-long memories.  
On Friday the 10th of June the year 2 children have 
been invited to a ‘Goodbye Transition Session’ in 
groups with their class teachers and teaching assis-
tants to celebrate the end of their time at Odessa. 
They will be missed very much and their new schools 
are lucky to have them.  


